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Photographic Statement‌
Over three months of concentrated work, I
documented 1’182 combs and ornaments from
the Antonini Collection across six material
categories: 350 sea-turtle shell pieces, 300
plastics, 100 horns, 50 ivories, 150 metals, and
more over 200 carved ornaments from China,
Japan, Indonesia, and Oceania.‌ ‌
Each object was placed on a seamless white field
and lit to eliminate shadows and highlight surface
qualities at capture, thus avoiding extensive post-
production.‌
The translucency of turtle shell required gentle
back-lighting to reveal striations; plastics
demanded even diffusion to prevent glare; horn
and ivory benefited from subtle side-light to
emphasize grain; metals needed balanced
reflections to articulate form.‌ ‌
This approach ensured each material’s specific
character and structural nuance appeared with
clarity.‌
This visual taxonomy presents cultural diversity in
material practice and design. The archive speaks
of global artisanship made tangible in light, form,
and finish—each image a testament to three
months of rigorous photographic discipline.‌
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inauguration images‌
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